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URGA HAD been taken on February 3 With Ungern,
fire came down from the heights, Maimacheng burst into
flames Until nightfall the town was given over to sack
Then the Baron gave orders to hang a few of the looters
by way of example They were picked out among the
Mongols at random Soon they were swinging outside
the doors of pillaged shops, with their eyes starting out
of their heads and their tongues loobng hke blue, venomous
flowers in full bloom In their stiffened hands were placed
pieces of stuff they had stolen
Zabiakin opened the gates of the prison, into which
the Chinese commander had flung Mongol suspects and
Russian families pell-mell Its basement cells were satu-
rated with stenches For the moment, they remained
empty The time for arresting had not yet come The
time for killing had not yet gone When night fell, hke a
curtain in a theatre, men and beasts, worn out by three
days of fighting, dropped wherever sleep surprised them
Until dawn, the wounded lingered among the living and
the dead, both equally insensible
The next day the cleamng-up of the town began It
was taken for granted that all Communists and all Jews
were to be massacred men, women, and children
'The Mongol Khans,5 remarked Sudzuki, in a con-
versational tone of voice, 'spared newborn babies those
who did not come up to the hubs of their chariot-
wheels '
Ungern showed no sign of having heard what he said,
and  the Japanese  officer  dropped  the  subject   He
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